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CHARITY —UNITY — FRATERNITY — PATRIOTISM

“HEAVENLY FATHER RAISE YOUR SON MICHAEL TO THE HONORS OF THE ALTAR”

Monsignor Raymond Renwald Council No. 7241

THE GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE
Brother Knights,

We are now in the Blessed Season of Advent in anticipation of the celebration of Christmas. May each and every one of
you and your families enjoy an especially Joyous Christmas and Happy New Year.

There is an urban and e-mail legend circulating that the 12 Days of Christmas is a coded message for the truths of the
Catholic faith. The legend has it that as the Church was persecuted in England the song was sung as a means of proclaiming
the faith without being caught. This is consistent with the nature of apocryphal writing. Unfortunately, as is often the case
with a good legend, there is no truth to it. By the time the song was composed, active persecution of the Catholic Church in
England had ceased (1558- 1829) and the Catholic faith, while hardly embraced, was tolerated. But the legend has it that
the symbols are as follows:

e The "twelve drummers drumming" symbolize the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostle's Creed.

e The "eleven pipers piping" symbolize the eleven faithful apostles.

e The "ten lords a-leaping™ symbolize the Ten Commandments.

e The "nine ladies dancing™ symbolize the nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit (sometimes also listed as the nine
classifications of angels).

e The "eight maids a-milking" symbolize the eight Beatitudes.

e The "seven swans a-swimming" symbolize the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, the seven Sacraments.

e The "six geese a-laying™ symbolize the six days of creation.

e The "five golden rings" symbolize the first five books of the Old Testament, better known in the Catholic Faith as
the Pentateuch.

e The "four calling birds" symbolize the four Gospels...Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

e The "three French hens" symbolize Faith, Hope and Charity, the three greatest theological virtues.

e The "two turtle doves™ symbolize the Old and New Testaments of the Holy Bible

e And "a partridge in a pear tree" symbolizes the Messiah, Jesus Christ.

However, the 12 days of Christmas is the interval between Christmas and Epiphany. It marks the Christmas Season, the
time from the birth of Christ to the arrival of the Magi. May your Christmas Season be joyous and blessed.

I would like to give a special thank-you to Brother Marty Martinez for the fabulous prime rib dinner at our annual dinner
with our wives meeting. And | also want to thank Sergio for beginning our new tradition of praying a decade of the rosary
after our meal and before our meeting.

The prime rib dinner earlier this month was to wet your appetite for the prime rib and scampi dinner coming January 10"
Please mark your calendar and plan on attending this special event. This is the premier dinner event for our Columbian year
and a wonderful evening will be enjoyed.

God bless you,

Your Grand Knight,
Marcus Mimnaugh,
AMDG
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

Edward & Linda Goffaux 1/01/1977
Frank & Laverna Heinze 1/01/1996
Thomas & Julia Franzoia 1/03/1987
Michael & Venetia Silva 1/03/1987
Stephen & Wanda Mizerek 1/14/1950
William & Marcia Riddle 1/26/1974
Paul & Laura Copsey 1/27/1978
George & Doris Loughner 1/29/1972
William & Nita Lloyd 1/30/1966
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